Journey of Faith -

- S. Smiles
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! These are the journeys of the Israclites, who had lett Egypt in organ-
ized groups® under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. * Moses recorded
their stops® along the way at God’s command. These were their stops along
the way:

S {The Israelites] left Ra'meses® on the 15th of the first month?® On the
day after the Passover [sacrificel” the Israelites left triumphantly® before the
eyc;s of the Egyptians. * Egypt was still burying all their first-born,” who
had been killed by God, and God had destroyed their idols.”

$ The Israelites left Ra'mses and camped in Sukkoth*

¢ They left Sukkoth, and camped in Etham® at the edge of the desert.

! The;’ left Etham, and returned to Freedom Valley facing Lord-of-the-
North, camping near Tower.” .

8 They left Freedom Valley and crossed the Red Sea” toward the desert.
They then traveled for three days in the Etham Desert* and camped in
Marah*

 They lefc Marah and came to Elim* In Elim there were twelve water

springs and seventy palms, and they camped there.
10 They left Elim and camped near” the Red Sea”
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It may be compared to the case of a king who took
his sick son to a distant place to be cured. On the
son’s recovery, while they were returning home, the

father pointed out at every stopping place what had
happened there on their outward journey, saying to _
him: ‘Here we slept, here we caught cold, here you ~3 m > Y ﬂ, . L)L
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It is stated in our sources that faith applies to that which
cannot be grasped by the intellect. This needs elucidation.
There are two aspects of faith:

(1) Faith in the Sages of Israel — A person believes what

he is taught by hi* Rabbi and his parents.
(2) Faith in Hashem—A person notices the amaging

complexity of the creatures around him and becomes aware b

of the unfathomable wisdom which underlies their

structure. He also becomes aware of Hashem's personal and
precise providence over the 2ffairs of men. From all this he

gains a clear picture of Hashem as author of all things. 1
Both these aspects have a common element. They derive

from a keen_sense of “‘rightness.” The person’s heart tells
him that it is impossible that_his parents and teachers
should have told him lies and deliberately misled him in_
order to rob him of the pleasures of this world. Similarly his .

heart tells him that such an enormously complex machine -

as_the universe, all of whose parts fit together with such

amazing precision, cannot possibly have come into

His sense of “rightness” thus shows him with perfect -
clarity what he must believe. This “sense of rightness” is
therefore identical with faith.

In such a case we would believe without hesitation that the
suspect is indeed the murderer and we would condemn him
to death. Our certainty is based on common sense and our
feeling of “rightness.”

Now even if the circumstantial evidence were multiplied
a_thousandfold it_would not come anywhere near the -

ight of evidence for a supremely wise creator,

existence without deliberate intention. This seems to him as *
4

utterly ridiculous and improbable as it would be for a
thousand watch-parts to fall on the floor and immediately
arrange themselves into a number of fully functioning
precision watches.

accumulated from the millions upon millions of intficately
coordinated parts of this amazing universe. Any attempt to
deny this and to assert that it all came about by a series of
inexplicable accidents is nothing more nor less than crooked
thinking. ’




This feeling is what-is called emuna, or faith. When one
then ponders more deeply on the “rightness” and truth of

this conclusion, it can become as clear to his mind as a
mathematical proposition. He can then see with his own

eyes that the alternative is false and wholly unreasonable.
When he sees this with the same vividness as a sensory
perception, then we can say that his concept is “just’; it
is a true and just intellectual deduction. [And it is this
“justified” faith that has the power to change a person’s

g, life] *

Great men attained their spiritual heights by constantly
working on faith. What was “faith” for them one day
became a rational conclusion the next. They then conceived
it as “just.” What lay above this was still for them a matter

of faith,_until it too was converted into tsedek by dint of

protracted effort;

o

fa scientist is going to carry out some very intricate and
delicate experiments, and the gravest consequences attend
on the slightest imprecision in his results, his first thought
will be to ensure the accuracy of his instruments.
Every human being is such a scientist. He is engaged in
the most fateful series of experiments there can possibly.
be—the experiment of living. He is in constant need of

accurate j ent to decide what to do and what not to
do. He has to choose his life-path and avoid the traps set

for the unwary. But how is he to do all this unless he first

checks his measuring-scales?
The mind on which we rely is itself an extremely

delicate instrument which needs constant control for

precision and accuracy. Without such controls how can
we ever rely on the correctness of its conclusions?

© What is the source of interest? Clearly it is the will. It
is mv will which promotes my interest, cither positively

" There can be no interest except in relation to will. ;

"

or negatively. That is to say. [am interested primarily in
vers in what I wish to avoid.

The really difficule problemsA are those in which we

are still in doubt about the basic questions: “Is this good
for me or not?” “Is this where I ought to be going?”
Their_difficuley lies in the fact that our interest is in-
volved. It is the interest that poses the question in the first
place_and the interest obviously already tends in one

direction or the other. For example, one usually consults

the Shulhan Aruch on the permissibility or otherwise of
playing chess on Shabbat if one already wants to play
chess. Or again, it is pretty obvious where the bias lies
when a person is considering whether or not he is
obliged by the din to make yet another attempt to pacify
“'someone he has offended. and possibly suffer still more
humiliation in the process.
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Since emuna is a conclusion based on a feeling of

“rightness,”_it_is vulnerable to the influence of personal
bias. “Bribery blinds the eyes of the wise and distorts the
words_of the just.”’¢ It distorts “‘just words"” and renders
the wise “incapable of seeing the truth,”® as we have
explained very fully in the article *“The Roots of Mussar."?
This refers of course to those conclusions which can be
reached only through a sense of “rightness.” The effect of
the bias of personal interest is to weaken this sense and thus
twist_and_distort the reasoning process._

k.

That is why it is stated in our sources that denial of God
has it roots in physical desire; as our Rabbis say:!® “Israel

never served idols for any other reason than the sexual

permissiveness which they fostered.”

When we begin investigating the mind's capacity for
_accuracy of judgment we come up against one basic fact.
“There is no thinking without prior_interest. The mind of 3
person who_is not interested in_ philately, for example,

will simply not register the fine details of postage stamps
which are so_obvious to the ardent philatelist. Or con-
sider a person idly turning the pages. of a newspaper.
Which details will enter his mind and remain fixed in his
memory? Those which for some reason or other catch his

interest. Those macters which altogether fail to arouse his
interest_do_not aterace his attention at_all and never
become the subiect of thought.

It tollows that any matter on which we exercise our
jAdgment is a question proffered by the will to the intel-
lece tor decision.
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such as these.

Rava said? What is the reason for [the prohibition of]
bribery? [Why is it forbidden to take a bribe even with the
sincere intention of declaring the innocent party innocent
and the guilty party guiley?]® Answer: Once {the judge] has
taken a bribe from [one party], he becomes close to him in
his mind: he becomes identified with him: and no one can see |
anything to his own disadvantage.

[+ It is clear that a bias to one side must deflect the

"‘We must now consider to what extent the human in-
tellect is capable of arriving at true decisions in situations

reasoning_process from its true course. Reasoning and
judgment are extremely delicate faculties. Bias can casily
prevent one from bringing forward or giving due weight
to an_argument_which conflicts with one’s interest. We
can understand this very well on the basis of our earlier
discussion. We saw that it is interest that arouses thought.
logerest is thus not likelv to prompe the intellect to
produce arguments which conflict with itself; on the con-
erary. it will do its best to suppress them.

:
|
|

R



RRETENYY

@

¥ .

! There is something more  here: something  almost
frightening in its implications. A _person who. for the irst
rime in his life. allows his intellect 1o become deflected by
bribery: will find himself geering blinder and blinder as
t-imc goes on. He has lost his “sense of truth.”” Once the
first "cm.okcd argument” i» lodged in his brain. all that
comes after it—the entire structure of his views and
opiniom—will _be_distorted accordingly. o

A ‘

And if one deviation from the truth distorts a judge's
whole system of thought, what can we say about
ourselves, who from our youth up have been used to
making weak excuses for ourselves. minimizing the ex-
tent of our failings and exaggerating our good points?

20
There is no alternative. We must admit that the intellea
is powerless to produce reliable results in any mor

m. An approa’ch to truth can be made only insofar
as the heart is cleansed of bias. And since bias is caused by
these must be eliminated and replaced by

character-faults.
a strong and burning’ desire tor truth and integrity.

g
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" Let us say that such a person starts examining the kind
of fundamental problem we referred to above. We need
not delude ourselves that he is completely indifferent
towards the possible alterngﬁivc answers_which may.
emerge. We have already learned in the article “The
Roots of Mussar” that no one approaches any problem
whatsoever without some prior interest. This interest
derives from the fact that the person senses in advance
that the answer will make a significant difference to one
or another of his desires. This applies even to a particular
roblem which may affect at most one detail of his life,
and all the more so when we are talking of a very com-

prehensive problem, the solution of which will affect the

whole of his life-style and have innumerable long-term

—

al ‘ -
[Think of a person who, by the power of his intellect
alone, wants to re-examine some fundamental problem
—such as whether the world was created for a pur@é,
or whether the human being is responsible for his actions.
~ Let us assume that the person possesses a keen intellect,
is well-educated and well-informed. However, so far as
his character is concerned he is pretty average. He has

never seriously tackled hi e has never

“{orked on himself in any consistent manner to change
his baser nature or correct his character-faults. If he is in-
sulted he will give as good as he gets and berter. If he
does something praiseworthy he will do his best to ensure
that evervone knows all about it. If he is tempted by base
desires we can by no means be sure that he will not suc-
cumb., especially if no one is ever likely to find out.

) 2L To
the outside world he will present the image of a good
and decent citizen, a thinking person whose sole desire in
argument is to arrive at the truth of whatever is under
discussion. But in the depths of his heart the middot are
hidden. Manv vears of constant, devoted and single-
minded_moral effort would be needed to uproot them,

and i has never had the time.
Rassi ErLazaR HA-KAPAR SAYS,
‘ENVY, LUST AND DESIRE FOR
HONOR DRIVE A MAN OUT OF THE
2 WORLD.'

L{-’QM‘ A\‘O'('e\

A combinati i
ation of these three traits or even one of them weaken a person’s

belief in the Torah and keep him from developing his wisdom and character
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consequences for_each of his - desires and ambitions. On
the solution will depend whether he will be obliged for
the rest of his life to struggle constantly with his baser
desires in_order to_meet the demands of his Creator, or

whether he will be able to live without a higher respon-

sibilitv wich no restraints on his-desites apart from those

he_deigns to place upon them out of the goodness of his

heart,
30
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Ins certsin sense what Kedushah is for the Jew. Torah is for the talmid ¢I|:Hum.
Torah should not just be an inteliectual pastime. True, one can enjoy the intellectual

tivity involved in Talmud Torah, but Talmud Torah should be an emotional experience
s well; one should fesl a when engaged in it. The Torsh should be seen not just "
a_book, but as s living p lity,a queen like the Shabbat Malkita, with whom one can
establish an [<hou relationship. In many places the Torah is ferred to as s p licy,
as for example: “The Totsh said before The Holy One Blessed Be He." The study o
Torah should be a dislogue, not a logue. If 1 look at the Gemarah as simply paper
and print, as merely s text, | would never be creativer Tonh is 2 friend.
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""Ramban tells us that there is a great difference between iy,
belief, and 13rw3, trust. He explains that anyone who has achieved a
level of trust in God certainly has acquired belief in God; however, not

everyone who believes can say that he has trust. Belief comes first;
trust is belief in action.. : :
H

It is not difficult to look around us and see practical examples of this
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dichotomy. One may believe in God, but not enough to trust that his
needs will be provided if he does not work on Shabbos. One may
believe in God. but not enough to trust that God will send him an
hones: income. He mzv still feel compelled to use deception in order to

I
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Thus, the purpose and the effect of these wanderings was Lf
to purge the people of the spiritual sickness they had caught i Thus, although the Israelites were fleeing from the priva-
as a result of living in the pernicious atmosphere of Egypt. tions they had suffered in Egypt (omxm? omyon) neverthe-
The arduous journeys served to rehabilitate the Israelites, less, the impressions they had received in Egypt were still

morally,and_spiritually, so _as to prepare them_ to enter the persisting within them. Had they entered the Holy Land
I:Iolx Land in purity. | N e with these weaknesses, they would Have busied themselves
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9 . : " with material pursuits, e.g. looking #fter and enjoying the
R. Zadok HaCohen® writes that when the Israelites left fr:'duge of their fields and vmeya:d‘s:,, instead of dedicating
Egypt, they had not completely severed themselves from the t_h_luhe - MW. t Canaun was —-—Mwm—tmo 28 101 A -
evil influences of that country. This truth is clear from Ram- . _J__L_____________ugn.thx___n_ﬂqurn 19 2 S = as-a_journey
from impurity to purity.

bam, who writes that Pharaoh is the epitome of the evil.
inclinati when we are-
told that after a journey of several days towards the wilder--
ness the Israelites were pursued by Pharach (a*wn myn2Y),
this implies that the evil inclination was following the
Israelites.’
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out accordingly.( He'directs the organs of thought and
imagination, relieving them of all worldly ideas men-
_tioned above, charges his imagination to produce, with
the assistance of memory, the most splendid pictures

possible, in order to resemble the divine things sought

..ra-;g e @ NN AAID 3
DT wAmW PM¥ mINm AT P
JIBR P TN
Ny N2 D B3 D AR AYA
82 23 mipop Sv ymanpn

after. Such pictures are the scenes of Sinai, Abraham DRT AR M NRD LMDTS aTes
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